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ENLIVEN YOUR LIFE 

GO MOHO 

Many of us dream 
of owning one, 
and more of us 
are making that 
investment: 2017 

sales hit record levels. You can buy 
a second-hand motorhome from 
around £20,000 and, as long as 
they’re well looked after, they 
hold their value.

There’s nothing like hearing the 
weekend weather forecast – or even 
midweek if your schedule allows 
– and deciding to head off, 
sometimes within the hour. 

You don’t need to worry about 
where you’re going to stay, because 
you’re sitting in it! Of course, you 
do need supplies – food, water, 
fuel, bottled gas – but with a little 
forward planning, you’ll have 
most of these on board, or you 
can buy them en route. So all you 
need to do is put some food into 
a coolbag, throw some clothes in 
a holdall, and set off.

Cooking can be a challenge, 
with tiny worktops and limited 
fridge space. However, it’s very 
satisfying to cook and eat a simple, 
delicious lunch in a remote location 
such as the middle of Glencoe, or 
by a French vineyard. Take some 
store cupboard standbys with you, 
then stock up along the way from 
local bakeries, farm shops or, 
of course, supermarkets.

And when you reach your 
destination, or anywhere along 
the way, you can be at home within 
minutes, sitting in the sunshine 
(or sheltering from the rain) with 
a cuppa or glass of wine. 

To set up, all you do is turn off 
the engine, connect to the electric 
hook-up, or your solar panel, turn 
the gas on, top up the water, and 
unpack. That’s another advantage 
of a motorhome: ample storage 
space means you can take seven 
pairs of shoes for a weekend trip 
if you want – and you don’t have 
to carry them!

Loading up the luggage
Transferring the contents of your 
kitchen and wardrobe into your 
motorhome is easy: it’s not like 
stuffing it into a car boot. With no 
worries about seeing your rear-view 

mirror (there isn’t one), if necessary, 
you can just chuck it through the 
door and sort it out at the other 
end, or tuck everything away in all 
those cleverly tucked-in cupboards, 
KonMari style, if you prefer.

There’s plenty of room: 
motorhomes have a massive 
cupboard underneath (called a 
garage) for useful stuff like the 
hose and the levelling chocks for 
parking on uneven ground, as well 
as fun stuff like deckchairs, kites, 
frisbees and barbecues. 

Add a couple of bikes on the back 
(we usually have kayaks on the roof, 
too), and the amount of ground  
(or water) you can cover is 
increased immeasurably.

 
Where to go
Whether you opt for a freestyle, 
wherever-the-fancy-takes-me tour, a 
meticulously detailed itinerary, or a 
bit of both, you don’t have to go far. 
I’ve spent the night within 20 miles 
of home – and as far away as the 
Côte d’Azur. And a motorhome 
isn’t just for holidays: it’s for staying 
with friends (outside their house), 
days out with drinks and snacks on 
hand (not worrying about catching 
the last train home), attending 
festivals, furniture shopping – even 
a quiet place to work!

The dream of open roads, no 
traffic, and somewhere to stay 

If the dull, dark, chilly days and dreary daily routine have you 
daydreaming of escaping it all and driving off into the sunset to live a 
simpler life, the answer might be a motorhome, says Adrienne Wyper

The freedom of 
the open road
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GO MOHO 

‘There’s nothing like hearing  
the weather forecast and 

deciding to head off, sometimes 
within the hour’
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amid stunning views can be 
realised in the UK, but it’s easier 
to find if you head away from the 
crowded southeast, and avoid 
school holidays, bank holiday 
weekends, and hotspots such 
as the English Riviera.

The Scottish Highlands, 
Northumberland and 
Pembrokeshire all offer miles of 
memorable views, minimal traffic, 
and not too many people to share 
them with. But you don’t have to be 
in the countryside or on the coast: 
motorhomes can do city breaks too.

For a lower population density 
altogether, head across the 
Channel, where many 
motorhomers feel there’s a warmer 
welcome. Certainly, in terms of 
parking up for the night where 
you please, it’s a lot easier.

A stay on a campsite or caravan 
park brings facilities, but also rules. 
‘Wild camping’ is more in line with 
the ‘do as you please’ mentality of 

many motorhomers. Pulling up in 
picturesque spots and settling in 
for the night may not match the 
reality in the UK, where the laws  
on wild camping are a bit hazy.  
Use your common sense: don’t  
park near homes, on private 
property, and be discreet, and 
you can spend the night in south 
London or Snowdonia. 

There are overnight stay 
schemes for businesses to join, and 
with these you can spend the night 
in a pub car park on the Kent coast, 
in a forest exercise trail in Wales, or 
by the rotating boat lift in Falkirk. 

Abroad, however, there’s lots 
more choice. In France there are 
‘aires’, rest stops designed for 
‘camping cars’, as the French call 
them, found by motorways, in 
villages, towns and cities. Free or 
for a minimal charge, they offer 
basic waste and water facilities. 
There are a couple in the UK now, 
too, such as the Park and Ride in 

Canterbury, Kent, and one in 
Lytham St Anne’s in Lancashire. 

 
What about the weather?
While the outdoor lifestyle is 
obviously easier in warm weather, 
motorhoming is not just for 
summer: gas or electric heating 
heat up your relatively small living 
space quite quickly, and it’s a 
chance to layer up in chunky 
jumpers, cosy fleeces and  
bedsocks, topped with crocheted 
granny-square blankets and a 
woolly hat. Snuggling up together 
with your beloved to keep warm  
can be romantic. And if all else 
fails, head to the nearest pub 
with a log fire!

What about waste?
‘Grey water’ from washing up, and 
washing you, is stored in a tank. 
You can empty this at a campsite, or 
down the drain in the road. Toilet 
waste is collected in a cassette 
under the loo, to be emptied at a 
disposal point on campsites or 
poured down a public or private loo.

Is it hard to drive?
If the largest vehicle you’ve ever 
driven is your car, then being in 
control of a seven-metre long 
monster takes some getting used to. 
Its turning circle is larger and it’s 
slower to respond to the accelerator 
– and brake! Manoeuvring down 
narrow country lanes can 
be a challenge, but driving on
main roads and motorways is a 
breeze: your elevated driving 
position means you have a clear 
view of the road and everything  
on it – and you’re obvious to  
other road users.

Try before you buy
If you’re not sure about forking out 
for your own motorhome, how 
about renting one for a holiday so 
you can experience the lifestyle? 
There are lots of options, from 
vintage VW campervans to  
state-of-the-art palaces on wheels. 
Renting is also a great option for 
motorhome owners who want to 
take a touring holiday somewhere 
it’s not practical to drive to, such as 
Australia. My own next itinerary 
can be summed up as ‘cross the 
Channel and turn left’, towards 
Scandinavia and eastern Europe 
– keeping the options open. ■


